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(54) FILTERING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To efficiently clean membranes of the whole module 
when a liquid is filtered while a planer hollow fiber membrane 
module having sheets horizontally arranged is scrubbed with air 
from the lower side of the module, by specifying the loosening rate 
of the hollow fiber membrane of the module. 
CONSTITUTION: A liquid is filtered while a sheet-type planar 
hollow fiber membrane module 2 having sheets horizontally 
arranged is continuously or intermittently scrubbed with air from a 
diffuser plate 4 under the module 2. In this process, the loosening 
rate of the hollow fiber membrane of the module 2 is specified to 
0-3%. Thereby, during cleaning the membrane by scrubbing with 
air, the air touches the whole hollow fiber membrane to improve 
the cleaning efficiency. Especially, to filter highly polluted water, 
the cleaning efficiency is improved so that a high filtrate flow rate 
can be maintained for a long time. Moreover, concentration of 
stress to the interface between the hollow fiber membrane and the 
hardened part of the potting resin due to buckling can be decreased 
so that damages to the hollow fiber membrane can be suppressed. 
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